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\Washlngton Place is currently the residence of the Governor of
Hawaii and functions as the place for receptions and other
official gatherings as well as a residence. It is a two story
structure with partial basement. Various additions and alter-
ations have occurred over the years.

The original portion was designed and executed in Greek Revival
Style, with supplies ordered from Boston by Captain Dominis who
had the building constructed for his own residence.

Portions of the following description are exerpted from the HABS
report prepared by Melvin M. Rotsch dated June 8, 19@7 . .
| The central original portion, 44'6" by 61'3" in size, has been
altered with many wings, additions and interior changes since
1921. Descriptions below apply to the or1g1nal section unless
otherwise noted. \\

EXTERIOR:

Foundations -“Cellar walls and foundations are of coral stone
set 1n lime-sand mortar.

First Floor Wall Construction - Walls are coral stone (approx.
2'6" 1n thickness) faced with cement mortar lined to simulate
ashlar stone work.

Second Floor Wall Construction - Wood frame, six inches in thick
ness, faced with exterior 5-1/2" siding and interior plastered.

Verandahs ‘(lanais) - On the first floor level, the square plers
are masonry, faced with cement mortar; the floor is concrete.

On the second floor level, circular wood Tuscan columns are used.
There is a three-foot wood railing with thin square spindles.
The flooring is of wood. The verandah is partially enclosed by
later alterations.

Openings - At first floor 1eve1 are splayed in coral walls.

Entrance - Whe front doorway is an impressive design somewhat in
the manner of the familiar fan-window - with sidelights. The

three and one-half foot door is of recent design, but the leaded
glass and carved spindrels apparently are originaf?

Windows - Windows (French doors), first and second floors, are
eight-light glazing above with panels below. Seven-inch plain
facing is topped with moulded trim. :

Roof §‘H1pped roof with a raised flat deck covers the center
portion; it is covered with wood shingles. A classical ,\ |
extends .out two feetw_  The lanai covered terrace and p
cochere are flat roofed, covered with built-up composﬁ»,
roofing. Both added - not original.
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|Washington Place owes its name, z
fdetter from official correspondep

(Neilson was never heard from after leaving port.

to the American Commissioner, Anthony TenEyck, whose wife had

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Washington Place owes its origin to Captain John Dominis, who,
after having made a number of voyages to the Islands, arrived
at Honolulu from New York on April 23, 1837, accompanied by
his wife and son, John Owen Dominis, to take up his permanent
residence in Hawaii.

In 1842, in the settlement of a lawsuit of long standing be-
tween Captain Dominis and the British Consul, Richard Charlton,
the Captain came into possession of the land on which the
building now stands. In that same year the coral foundation
was laid, but the building itself was not completed until 1846,
being delayed from time to time by lack of funds. During this
period Captain Dominis made several voyages, the profits of
which were used to pay back debts and to resume building
operations.

There were no regular architects in Honolulu in those days but
there were a few good mechanics. One of these, Isaac Hart,
was selected by the Captain to draw the plans and superintend
the construction of the house, according to the ideas of

Mrs. Dominis. ‘

Shortly after moving into their new home, Captain Dominis sailel
for China as a passenger in the Brig William Neilson, on a
general trading voyage, but more especially to purchase hand-
some Chinese-made furniture for his new home. The William

k. .
In the latter part of 1847, Mrs. Dominis rented a suite of rooms

lied some months previously. Mr. TenEyck and his young son
obtained their meals at Mrs. Dominis' hospitable table. The
United States Legation was established in the house, a flagpole
was erected in the yard, and the Ameriggn flag floated here as
' gqner TenEyck that

early as the end of 1847. It is te
: he following
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A History of Washington Place, by Robert C. Lydecker.

Hawaiian Historical Society Paper No. 13,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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First Floor Plan - Entering the fr422'..!i~A there is a spacious
combined area of the Reception Room LL Room, Hawaiian Exhibit
Room and Stairhall. Massive pilasters are the result of recent
remodelling. Personal accounts indicate that earlier, there were
three separate rooms and a long central stairhall.

To the left of the stairway is the bedroom of Queen Liliuokalani
still furnished in the manner prior to her death in 1917.

Bathrooms have been modernized.

Stairway - A natural finished handrail with a newel post at the
landing and a spiral terminal at the first floor.

Flooring - Wood flooring throughout; uniformly colored gray rugs
on wall-to-wall carpeting throughout the first floor.

IWall and Ceiling Finish - In the three major first floor rooms,
the walls are papered above a three-foot high painted wood wainscot

The walls of the stairhall are painted plaster above the wood
wainscot.

All ceilings are either painted plaster or modern acoustical tile
panels.

Doorways and Doors - Few of the originai'interior doors remain;
these are five-paneled, 3'0" by 7'3" in size.

Trim - Door and window facings are plain, usually without moulds.
At the ceiling, on the first floor, there is a six inch moulded
cove. Columns and pilasters set upon paneled and moulded
pedastals, with mouldings for base and capitals.

Second Floor Plan - The stair lands in a 13' by 28' upper hall
with access to a sitting room and three bedrooms with baths.

Portions of the verandah have been screened.

Additions and Modifications - Apparently there were few changes in
the original central house prior to 1922; personal accounts indicate
that there was a bathroom adjacent to the Queen's bedroom on the
first floor (probably installed in the latter half of the nine-
teenth century); a one-story kitchen wing, porch and servants'
toilet had been added to the rear.

jIn 1922, major additions were made. These included the glassed-in
lanai, the porte-cochere and the rear one-story wing with Dining
Room and Kitchen. Family bedrooms were added to the second-story
of this wing, later. In 1954, the large Covered Terrace was con-
structed and in 1959, the second-story TV room was built above
the glassed-in lanai. An elevator and the metal fire escape were
added in 1963. {
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Some wood beams, siding and trim have been replaced, and there is
evident need for further replacement of termite-infested material.

Site:

The original tract as owned by the Dominis family and Queen
Liliuokalani comprised about 1.46 acres. The Territory of Hawaii
acquired additional property to Miller Street, making a total of
about 3.1 acres. The Beretania Street and Miller Street sides and
a portion of the rear line are enclosed with a wrought iron fence
set on a concrete base. The northwest side has a chain-link fence|

Outlying structures include garage, laundry, servants' quarters,
and tool house. A loop drive of asphalt paving enters from
Beretania Street. Paved service drives to the rear connect with
‘Miller Street. Major walks are paved with brick. The grounds
are planted with an interesting variety of trees, shrubs and
flowers.
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8a. Legation,U.S.A.,
Washington Place
NKﬂON@L 22d Feby. 1848
My dear Sir: REGISTER

I have much pleasure in
announcement to you.

In honor of the day which gave birth to him, who was "first
in war, first in peace, § first in the hearts of his countrymen,"
the great, the good, the illustrious Washington -- the United
States Commissioner, with the assent of its much esteemed §&
hospitable proprietress, has this day christened the beautiful,
substantial § universally admired mansion of Mrs. Dominis,
Washington Place.

Thus let it be hereafter designated in Hawaiian Annals, §
long may it remain in this distant isle of the Pacific, a memento
of the eminent virtues of the 'Father of his Country' and of the
enterprise § the distinguished excellencies of its much lamented
projector.

I remain, my dear Sir,

Yours truly,
(signed) A. TenEyck.

His Ex. R. C. Wyllie,
Minister, F. R., &c. Gc. §c.

King Kamehameha III acknowledged this letter by having the
following "Official Notice" issued

BY AUTHORITY

Official Notice

It has pleased His Majesty the King to approve of the name
of Washington Place given this day by the Commissioner of the
United States, to the House and Premises of Mrs. Dominis and to
command that they retain that name in all time coming.

(signed) K E O NI ANA

Home Office, Feb. 22, 1848.
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John Owen Dominis, the onlX-/S9n of G« in and Mrs. Dominis, and
the Hon. Lydia K. P. Kapaake‘za§\~ ¥fried September 16, 1862, and
at once took up their residence with Mrs. Dominis at Washington
Place. Mrs. Dominis died April 25, 1889, and the property descendt
ed to her son. During the intervening years his wife had been
given the title of Princess Liliuokalani and named heir to the
throne by her brother, King Kalakaua. On her accession to the
throne on January 29, 1891, John Owen Dominis was titled Prince
Consort. Washington Place became the property of Queen Liliuoka-
lani on his death August, 1891.

}blani Palace was the official residence of the Soverign, and so
it was not until the overthrow of the Monarchy, January 17, 1893,
that Queen Liliuokalani again became a full-time resident of
Washington Place. It was here that she was arrested for treason
at the time of the 1895 Revolution& and it was to Washington Place
|she returned after her nine months imprisonment in the Palace.

She continued to live here in semiroyal state, surrounded by her
retainers. Her home was the rendezvous of the old '"royal set"

of Honolulu, a little kingdom where she was accorded all the
honors that are the privileges of a monarch to receive. A well-
educated woman, a composer of music, and a writer, the Queen drew
about her numerous friends. Washington Place became a mecca for
travellers visiting in Honolulu, and generals, admirals and other
visiting dignitaries of the United States called upon her whenever
they visited the Islands. It was here that she dies on November
11, 1917, at the age of 79.

The Hawaiian Islands became an integral part of the United States,
June 14, 1900, as a full-fledged Territory, with all the rights
and privileges appertaining to the same. Its chief executive was
to be the Governor, an appointee of the President. Under the
Republic and Territory, Iolani Palace became the Executive Build-
ing and no longer an official residence. No residence was pro-
vided for the Chief Executive.

Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole, one of the heirs to the estate of
Queen Liliuokalani, suggested that the Territory acquire Washing-
ton Place as the Executive Mansion. \The Legislatures of 1919 and
1920 appropriated funds for the purchase, and in May, 1921, the
property was acquired by the Territory. In the meantime, Governor
Charles J. McCarthy had leased it, and was unofficially the
Executive Mansion. Washington Place became the official home of
the Governor of Hawaii when it was formally opened on April 21,
1922, by Governor Wallace Rider Farrington. It continues to be
the home of the Governor of the State of Hawaii.\|
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GOVERNORS OF HAWAII WHO HAVE

OFFICIALLY OCCUPIED WASHINGTON PLACE
Wallace Rider Farrington 1922-1929
Lawrence McCully Judd 1929-1934
Joseph Boyd Poindexter 1934-1942
Ingram Macklin Stainback 1942-1951
Oren Ethelbirt Long 1951-1953
Samuel Wilder King 1953-1957
William Francis Quinn 1957-1962
John Anthony Burns 1962-
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